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ACTS. VIII. 15. 1 580 00h 


Then laid they their hands on them, , and 1 
: received the Hol ty Ghoſt, ; 


. 


HE W to which theſe 1 107 1 is 


- this. Phili 


falem hearing, ſent down to them Peter and 


two of their own body z, wha, by prayer, accompa=, 


nied with impoſition. of hands, obtained for them a 
greater degree, than they had yet received, of the 


doubtedly was done on their ſignifying in ſome.man-. 
ner, ſo as to be underſtoed, their adherence to the 


e e i into which they bad en at their 
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ip the deacon, ordained at the ſame 


time with St. Stephen, kad converted and baptized 
the people of Samaria: which the Apoſtles at ]. eru- 


ſacred influences of the Divine Spirit: which un- 
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1 like r * prafticy 


of the Apoſtles, i is derived, what Biſhops, their ſuc- 
| ceſſors, though every way beyond compariſon 1 infe- 


rior to them, have practiſed ever ſi ince, and which 


we now call Confirmation. Preaching was come 


mon to all ranks of miniſters; 3 baptizing was per- 
formed uſually by the lower rank ; but, perhaps to 
maintain a due ſubordination, it was reſerved to the 
higheſt, by prayer and laying on of hands, to com- 
municate further meaſures of the Holy G hoſt. It 


Was indeed peculiar to the A poſtles, that on. their 


interceſſion, his extraord dinary and miraculous gifts 


were beſtowed: which « continued in in the Church no 


longer, than the need of them did; nor can we ſup- 


poſe, that all were partakers of them. But unqueſ- 
tionably by their petitions they procured, for every 


fincere « convert, A much, more yaluable, thoodh leſs 
remarkable bleff 
cellity, his ordinary and ſaving graces. 


1 1 8 


For theſe therefore, after. their example, kde 
that God will Have regard, not to our unyorthineſs, 


oa Þ. £6 


pointed i us to ſerve, we intkrccde now, when 4 
2 1 e n themſelves th&'vow « of their baptiſm, Fo 


but to the Purpoles of mercy which He bath ap- 


1 doubt not but your mitifters have given Jou pro- 
per inſtructions © on ine 6 ocea 


| acquaint more fully thoſe, who are eſpecial 


to do: bin remind! o all of the obligations, which 
| | brad 


r 
r 4 


x „ ce £ 


{ Ing, of univerſal and perpetual ne- 


end being now come aiboight » ou, though 


| ion 3 yet T: am defir: ous 

f adding ſomewhat further, which, may age only 5. 
y con- 

cerned, with the nature of what they are about to 


D 
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Chrilliahity lays: upon your? Aber F cannot perform! | 


Confirmation, to which you may. turn 


for the more edifying of fuch | as receive Confirmation, it 


fer to the queſtions of 1 the Catechiſm preceding: that 


as it requires them; which doubtleſs, they are ſup⸗ 
poſed to have at the ſams time. And if they have. 
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it better, than by erplaining to you the Office of 
n in your 
Prayer- Books, where it ſtands de aftet 
the Catechiſm. 

There you i ſee, | in "hs firſt place, A rations 
di rected to be read; In which, notice is given, that 
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ſhall be adminiſtered to none but thoſe; who can an. 
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ſo Children may come 1 Years 200 ſome Beit and 


i 42 


— 


rage, hat | they will e evermare re it. 5 [ 758 e 

Prayers may be offered up for infants with. very 5 
good effect. Promiſes may be made in their .name | 
by ſuch as are authorized to act for them: eſpecially | 
when the things promiſed are for their intereft; = 
will be their duty; which is the caſe of thoſe in bap⸗ vp 
tiſm. But no perſons ought to make promiſes for if 
themſelves, till they reaſonably well underſtand the i 
nature of them, and are capable of forming ſerio Is 
purpoſes. - Therefore, in the preſent caſe, being 
able to ſay the words of the Catechiſm is by nao 
means enougb, without a competent general knows i 
ledge of their meaning, and intention of behaving 


not, making a profeſſion of it, is declaring with. their 
mouths what ny feel not in their hearts at the in- 


\ 


« . s ERM ON ON. * 
| Rang, and will much,leſs reflect upon- afterwards : 
it is hoping to pleaſe God: by the empty outward 


performance of a religious. rite, from which. if they 


had been, withheld, till they were duly qualified, 
their ſouls might have been affected, and ir nen. 
85 influenced by it, as long as they lived. 
Therefore J hope and beg, that neither nden 
nor parents will be too eager for bringing children 
very early to Confirmation: but firſt teach them 
carefully, to know their duty ſufficiently, and re- 
"ſblve upon the practice of it heartily; then intro- 
due them to this ordinance : which they {hall not 
" fail:to have opportunities of attending in their neigh- 
dourhood, from time to time, hne 48 Gad con- 
"tinues my life and ſtrength. 
But as there are ſome too young fin Gonbimeation, 
eee may be thought too old: eſpecially, if they 
abe received the holy Sacrament without it. Now 
were are not indeed all the ſame reaſons for the 
"Confirmation: of ſuch, as of others: nor hath the 
Church, Ibelieve, determined any thing about their 
©eaſe, as it might be thought unlikely to happen. 
- But ſtill, fince it doth happen too frequently, that 
- perſons were. not able, or have neglected, to apply 
+ for this purpoſe: ſo whenever they apply, as by 
doing it they expreſs a deſire to fulfil all rig bteouſ- 
* meſo; and may certainly receive. benefit, both from 
- the profeſlion and: the prayers, appointed in the Of- 
5 3 = 439 is, _ pg £51k not Me: re- 
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wow of their baptiſm ; achnowledging 
 godfathers and godmathers then "undertook for thams || 


an audible voice, I d Wer: 007% ine "67 
Now the things coat ing 
renounce whatever God hath forbidden, to believe | 

what He hath taught, and to practiſe what He hat 
"commanded. Nobody can promiſe for infants abſo- | 

lutely, that they ſhall do theſe things; but only, 
| what” IEP ſhall be inſtructed and admoniſhed to-do if 


tion and admonition, parents are obliged by nature 


latter muſt ſupply the failure, as far as — 
opportunity of doing it with any reaſonable proſpe 
of ſucceſs. For they were intended, not to releaf 


C 44 . 5 nothing 


8 = % — " * 
; 13” * 

. ig 

CONPIRMATI 7k 

9 f a ; 17 

0 Wy 


Only I muſt: intreat yen Wy that when 
you take thus on yourſelves the eng of lead- 
ing-9.ebriſtian life, you are to take it onos for all z. i 
„to think of ever being oonfirmed a ſe- 

oond abe, than of being baptiaed a ſecond tim. 
After directing, Who are to be -confirm d, th 
harry ara yang how: wa 


aſking every one of ol 
whether they de, in the projonce of po : 


congregation, renew in their: 0n- perſons - 


to believe and to perform all thoſe things, arts their ® 


On which, they are each nl them net, wits 


them: and, it is hoped, not in vain. This inſtruc- i 
to give; and if they do it effectually, godfathers 
and godmothers have no further concern, than to 
be heartily glad of it. But if the former fail, the 


* Parents from the care of their children, hic 
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nothing can: but for a dai ble ſecurity, | in a caſe of 
ſuch importance... 
If nothing at all had been promiſed in our names, 
we had ſtill been bound, as ſoon as we were capable 


e 


of it, to believe in 


this hath been promiſed for us, but care hath been 
taken to make us ſenſible of our obligation to per- 
form it: which obligation therefore, perſons are 
called upon, in the queſtion under conſideration, to 
ratify. and confirm. And great cauſe; have they to 
anſwer, that they do. For doing it is a duty, on 
which th 
2 little atten 


6 to will 


m to what I am abo 


LE 


: Our. firſt, parents, even Aland 


had.no:title, to happineſs, or to exiſtence, but from 


God's notification of his good pleaſure: which being 
conditional, hen they fell, they loſt ĩt; and derived 


to Us a corrupt and mortal nature, intitled to no- 
thing; as both the diſeaſes and the poverty of an- 


ceftors often. deſcend. to their diſtant poſterity. This 
bad condition we fail not, from gur firſt uſe of rea- 
ſon, to make worſe, in ar greater or leſs degree, by 


actual tranſgreſſions: and ſo perſonally deſerve the 
diſpleaſure, inſtead of favour of Him, Who made us. 


wh we may hope, that, as He is good, He will on 

our repentance forgiye us. But then, as He is alſo 
juſt and wiſe, and the ruler. of the world; we: could 
never know with certainty, of ourſelves, what his 


Juſtice and Moons, 00-4 * Ron of; his govern- 
2 | ment 
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in God, and obey Him. But we 
are more early and more firmly bound, as not only 


Eir ,c ternal. felicity peculiarly depends; as 


clearly ſhew you. * 34 "a7 Sen ia Fire 1 28 $ : 35 
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g 
ment might require of Him with reſpect to ſinners: 
whether He would pardon greater offences at alt; 
and whether He would reward thoſe, whom He 5 
might be pleaſed not to puniſh,” But moſt happily? 
the revelation of his holy word hath cleared up al: 
theſe doubts. of unaſſiſted reaſon: and offered tb'the"| 
worſt of ſinners, on the condition of faith in Chrift;* Þ 
added to repentance, and productive of good works 
(for all which He is ready to enable us,) a covenant 9 
of pardon for ſins paſt, aſſiſtanee againſt ſin for the 
future, and eternal life in return for i fincereʒ though. 
imperfect, and totally undeſerving obedience. 
The method of entering into this covenant” 18 
8 being baptized in the name f the Father, the Song: 
and the Holy Ghoſt: that is, into the acknowledp* i 
ent of the myſterious union and joint authority of 
theſe Three; and of the diſtinct offices, which the? 
have undertaken for our ſalvatiom: together with 
faithful engagement of paying ſuitabie regard to 
each of them. In this appointment of Baptiſm, the*] 
waſhing with water aptly ſignifies; both our promis 
to preſerve ourſelves, with the beſt care we can, pure” | 
from the defilement of ſin, and God's/promiiſe to 
conſider us, as free from the guilt of it. Baptiſm | 
then, through his mercy, ſecures” infants from the 
bad conſequences -of Adam's tranſgreſfion; giving 1 
them a new title to the immortality which he loſt. | 
It alfo ſecures, to perfons grown-up, che intire fo 
giveneſs of their on tranſgreſſions, on the terms jut 
mentioned. But then, in order to receive tlieſe be⸗ j 
—_ we ok re our claim to che covenant, which 
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eee: we muſt ratify, as ſoon as we are 
Able, What was promiſed in our name by others be- 
fore we were able; and done far us then, only on 
preſum that we would make it our own deed 
2. For if we neglect, and appear to re- 
nounce our part of the covenant, we have plainly 
not the leaft right to God's performing His: but we 
| remain in our ſins, and Chri/t Hall prqgit us nothing n. 
Tou ſee then of what unſpeakable importance it 
'B, that we take on ourſelves the vow of aur baptiſm. 
And it is very fit and uſeful, that we ſhould take it 
In ſuch. form and manner as the office preſcribes. It 
"3s: ft; that when perſons have been properly in- 
Aructedz bythe dare of their parents, friends, and mi- 
"ziſters, they ſnould with joyful gratitude acknowledge 
*them to have faithfully Performed that kindeſt duty. 
is fit, that before they are admitte: by the Church 
"of Chriſt to the holy Communion, they ſhould give 
public aſſurance to the Church of their Chriſtian be- 
"Hef and chriſtian purpoſes. | This may alſo be ex- 
"ttemely uſeful to themſelves, | For conſider: young 
* perſons are juſt entering into a world of temptations, 
with no experience, and little knowledge to guard 
"them ; and much youthful raſhineſs, to expoſe them. 
The authority of others over them is beginning to 
"leſſen, their own: paſſions to increaſe, evil. communi- 
eution to have great opportunities of corrupting gol 
— and. ſtrong impreſſions, of one kind or 
- andther; will be made on them very ſoon. What 
can then be more ere, or more likely: to 1 0 


e deu. * i t ce. n 33. S 
S > 7 | AY | 
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SS” * =» 


- 
pines I . 


ſerve their innocence, than d form the. a deli 


them in a manner, thus adapted to move n 


aſſembled with more — Sans cle for 6 


— do your own part, or the whole of this pre- 
paration will be utterly thrown away upon you. ; 
If you make the anſwer, which is directed, without 
ſincerity, it is Jying to God: if you-make it wich- 
out attention, it is trifling with him. Watch over 4 
your hearts therefore, and let them go along wich 5 


aid: but they comprehend much in them. Who- ö 
ever uſes them on this occaſion, ſaith in effect as} | 


& tions of the devil; all the unlawful . pleafures] 

“ profits, and honours of the world; all the im- 

ec moral gratifications of the fleſh. 1 do. fincerely| ; 

4 believe, and will :copſtantly. profeſs, all the arti- 
cc cles of the Chriſtian Faith. 7 do firmly reſolyte 

& to keep all God's commandments all the days e 

“ my life; to love and honour Him; to pray toff 
„ Him and praife Him daily in — 

& conſeientiouſly:on the public worſhip and ini 

ce tion, which He hath. appointed; tapparomgh big 


« holy table, as ſoon as I can qualify myſelf: fc 
0. 7 it nine. to ſabmix to his , bleſſed will 


CON FIR M ATION. 


berate reſolutians- of acting right; and to declare 


the time, and be remembered hy them after wards 
in the preſence of God, of a number of his mi-ſ 
niſters, and of a large congregation of his x 0 


that very purpoſGGG. 
But then you, that are to: 3 conflencsd, ell 


1 
your lips. The two ſhort words, I. do, are ſoon 


follows: © 1 do heartily renounce all the tempta- 
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* meekly and petientiy in all things; to fot Him 
ever before my eyes, and acknowledge Him in 
i atbeay? ways. I as further reſolve in the whole 
«courſe: of my behaviour amongſt my fellow- rea- 
*:fures, to july, love morcy u, ſpeak truth, be dili- 
gent and uſeful in my ſtation, dutiful to my ſupe- 
u riors, condeſcending to thoſe beneath me, friendly 
to my equals; careful, through all the relations of 
life, to act as the nature of them requires, and 
A conduct myſelf ſo to all men, as I ſhould think it 
« reaſonable that they ſhould do to me in the like 
e caſe. Further yet: I do reſolve, in the govern- 
"re of myſelf, to be modeft, ſober, temperate, 
* mild, humble, contented; to reſtrain every paſ- 
c ſion and (appetite - within:due bounds ;/ and to ſet 
e my heart chiefly, not on the ſenſual enjoyments 
of this tranſitory world, but the ſpiritual happi- 
* neſs of the future endleſs one. Laſtly, I di re- 
* ſolve, whenever I fail in any of theſe duties, as 
I am ſenſible I have, and muſt fear I ſhall; to 
*- confeſs it before God with unfeigned concern, to 
apply for his promiſed: pardon in the name of his 
bleſſed Son, to beg the promiſed affiſtance of hrs 
„ holy Spirit; and in that ſtrength, not my own, 
* to. ſtrive againſt my im . watch. over _ 
« ſteps with redoubled care.” ee 

Obſerwe then: it is not — dad: OY 
. that religion calls you to: it is not uſelefs 
auſterity, and abſtinence: from things lawful and. 
. fe : it is not extravagant flights NN it 
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is not unmeaning or unedifying forms and ceremo- 
nies: much leſs is it bitterneſs — 
differ from you. But the eee, 
tionable ſubſtantial duties are the things to which 
you bind yourſelves, when you pronounce the aw 
ful words, 7 do Utter them then with the trueſtf | 
ſeriouſneſs: and ſay to yourſelves, / each of * 
afterwards, as Moſes did to the Jews, Thou 5 4 
avouched the Lord this day to be tb Gu to: walk in 
bis ways and keep his flatutes," and to hearten to iv 
voice and the Lord hath avouchtd thee this day 10 b 
bis; that thou fhoulaft keep all his — 9 
and be boly unto the Lord ty God, as He+ hath 
ſpoten v. It is a certain truth, call it therefore ; 
often to mind, and fix it in your ſouls, that iff ; 
breaking = ſolemn promiſe to men be a ſinzbreakef| 
ing that, which you make thus delivarately, to God 
would be unfpeakably a greater ſ in. 
Dut let us now proceed to chai part of the 
Office: in which, after perſons have confirmed and 
ratified the vow of their baptiſm, prayers are offered 
up, that God would confirm and ſtrengthen them 
in their good purpoſe. on both bie e a 
ee en is called Confirmation. 1 
«Scripture / teachcs, and ſad ee proves | 
that of. ourſelves we can do nathing z. are not. ſu ufficrent#l 
cor the diſcharge of our duty, without Gad's con- 
tinual aid: by which He can certainly influence o 1 | 
minds, without, nps our natural freedom 16 1 
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Mi u, 15 5. ; 4 John . 2 2 Cor. il. Wh. 
. "0 will 
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avill, . erenmiiahout our pereciving. it: for we 
can influence our fellow- oreatures ſo. Nor is it 
any injuſtice in Him to require of us what exceeds 
pur ability, ſince He is ready to ſupply the want of 
treating us is excellently fitted both to keep us hum- 
— yet to give us courage, uſing it is evidently 
orthy of Ged. But then, as none can have reaſon 
— his help, but thoſe who earneſtly deſire 
it, ſo He hath promiſed to give the Hay Spirit only 
4 them that "aſe, Him . And to unite Chriſtians 
more in love to each other, and incline them more 
to aſſemble for public worfhip, our bleſſed Redeemer 

hath eſpecially promiſed, that ꝛbhere tiuo or three of 
them are gathered together in his name, He will be in 
abe midft of them +: And further ftill, to promote 
1 due regard in his people to their teachers and ru- 
3 the ſacred writings aſcribe a peCuliar efficacy 
5” their praying over thoſe who are committed to 
heir charge.” Even under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, 
the-family of Aaron were told, that them the Lord. 
ba ſeparated to miniſter unto Him, and 10 bleſs in the 
name of the Lord . and they ball put my name; faith. 
—_— upon the children of 1fraeh, and I will ble 
1 No wonder then, if under the Chriſtian 
x we read, but juſt before the text, that 
eee when they tere come down to Samaria, 


prayed _ this e eee Oy ene, ere 


; 1 
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2 Luke xi. 3. th | + Matt. avi. 20. * x: Dent. Xo = 
xi. 3 88 Numb. . 7 © 5 
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might receive. the Holy Gheti.and in the text, 6 
they did receive it ascordinglxñr. 
Therefore, purſuant to theſe eee 
an is, on the preſont occaſion, a number of young 
diſciples, about to run the ſame common race, met 
— to E Tor nenen and one another 


| —— of life, met to "pid = 
vrho are juſt entering into them: here are alſo 
God's miniſters, purpoſely come, to intercede with | 
Him in their behalf: and ſurely we may hope, 
their t 1 . May _ — aa 
nm 105 „MN 
- They begin, ieee knowledg 

: . in leripture words, that vun help. it in the. 
of the Lord, who hath made heaven e 4 
nut in mam to dire? his rium fleps t but his m 
only can preſerve him. Then we go on to 5 
nounce the name the Lord bleſſed, henceforth ave 
without end, for his readineſs to beſtow on us thel 
grace which we want. And laſtly, in conſidet 


of his goodneſs, we intreat Hin to vor ear: fa _ 
and aur cry come unto Him 1. ace 1 

Aſter theſe preparatory n a the u 
Aten to be attentive, Let us pray; comes: 
longer act of devotion, which firſt eommemora 
God's mercy already beſtowed, then ales 
an inereaſe of it. The commemoration ſets. fore 


- that He * eee _—_ his ſervants 1 


„ Pla, exxiv. 3. {MY Jena x. 23. «4 Pal, Clis 1. 0 
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ola "Holy Ghoſt riithat i is; intitled clove: by _ 
in to the enlivening influences of the Spirit, and 

ſo; as it were, begotten them again into a ſtate, in- 
zxpreflibly happier than their natural ohe zu a cov. 
ant : ſtate, in which God will conſider them, whilſt 


as his dear children. It follows, that He hath given 
unte them ſorgiueneſi off all their fins; meaning, that 
He hath given them aſſurance af it, on the gracious 
rms of the Goſpel. But that every one of them 
hath actually received it, by complying with thoſe 
terms ſinee he ſinned laſt, though we:may:charitably 
hope, we cannot preſume to affirm : nor were theſe 
words intended to affirm it; as the known doctrine 
of the Church of England fully proves. And there- 
fore let no one miſunderſtand this expreſſion in the 
Office, which bath: parallel ones in the New:Tef-- 
tament , ſo as either to cenſure it, or delude him 
ſelf wich a fatal imagination, that anything ſaid 
over him can poſſibly convey to him a parden of 
ſins; for which he is not truly penitent. We only 
xoknowledge, with due thankfulneſs, that God hath 
done his part: but which of the congregation. have 
done theirs, their on conſciences muſt tell them. 
After this commemoration, we. goon to requeſt 
r the perſons befere us, that God would  frengthen 
em againſt all temptation, and ſupport them under 
all affliction, by the Holy Ghoſt the. Comforter, _ 
paily _— in them apo t gifts. - i 15 


1 8 xj : « Eph 1 7. cd. Jo 14 "A : « | b 
= which 


hey keep their engagements, with peculiar love, "IN 


* ON F IR N rf „ - 
which gifts: wh proeged to-enamerate-in ſeven! par- 
ticulars, taken from the prophet Iſaiah &; by whom 
they are aſeribed to our bleſſed Redeemer: but as} 
the ſame. mind ought to be in us which was in Ch. | 
Feſus F, a petition for them was uſed in the Office 
of Confirmation, 1400 years ago, if not ſooner- 
The ſeparate meaning of each of the ſeven, it is 
neither eaſy nor needful to determine with certainty 
For indeed, if no mere was deſi igned, than to ex 
preſs very fully and ſtrongly, by various words of 
nearly the ſame import, a pious and moral temper 
of mind this is a manner of ſpeaking both com 
mon and emphatical. But each of them may be i 
taken in a diſtinct ſenſe of its own. And thus wer 
may beg. for theſe our fellow-chriſtians, a }þirit' off 
- wiſdom, to aim at the right end, the ſalvation of 
their ſouls; IE: of underflunding, to purſue. it by 
right means: counſel, to form good purpoſes 3 
and of 25505 ar ſpiritual ffrength, to execute them; 
of uſeful knowledge in the doQrines of religion; and 
true godlineſs, diſpoſing them to a proper uſe of it. | 
But chiefly, though laſtly, we pray, that they may] | 
be filled with the ſpirit of Gad's holy fear > with t ey 
reverence of Him, as- the greateſt and pureſt a 
beſt of beings, the rightful Proprietor and ja 
Judge of all, which will effectually excite them to] 
whatevef they are concerned to believe or do. Foy OF 
the” On * _ As is * beginning ef aufe Wt 


1 "x 
* 0 
15 A 


* Ifa. * 2. | 5 Phil & 5. 'T 1 Pal, ext. 1 10. 
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Haring concluded this prayer. for "RY all in ge- 
neral, the Bilhop i implores.t the divine, protection and 
grace for each one, or each pair of them, in particular: 
that as he is already God's profeſſed child hd fer- 
vant, by the recognition, which he. hath juſt made 
of his baptiſmal covenant, o he may continue bis 
fer ever, by faithfully keeping it: and, far from de- 
caying, daily. increaſe in his. haly Spirit, that is, in 
che fruits of the Spirit, piety and virtue, more and 
more ;. making greater and quicker advances in 
chem, as life goes on, "until he come to that deciſive 
hour, When bis portion ſhall be hog | ares is 
. 51 1 one LON: 5 


e 


perſans; © Shen, Y Shamir for, gee. by . on 
. one; uſed by our Saviour, who, when children 
them, and pra: 5 aud un them, . Was much 4 i plegfed® 1 
With thoſe who forbad ; it; uſed by the A 7 | 
converts were baptized, as the text p ain mews 
reckoned in the Epiſtle to the Hebre s among ue 
| zundations of the chriſtian profeſſion +a. conſtantly 
| praRtiſed, and highly eſteemed. in the Church from 
that time to this ; ; and i far from being a popiſn 
ceremony, that the, papiſts adminiſter Confirmation 
by other ceremonies of their, own deviſing, and have 


. * Matt. vag. Mark x. 8 + eb. v. 1. 
. ' laid 
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CONFIRMATION. tg 
laid afide this primitive one; 3 which therefore our 
Church very prudently reſtored.” And the cuſtom 
of it is approved, as apoftolical, both by Luther 
and Calvin, and ſeveral of their Followers, though 
they raſhly aboliſhed it, as having been abuſed *. 
But I am credibly in or d, that at Genova it hatfi 
lately been reſtored. > 
The laying on of * hand: rü expieltes| 
good will and good wiſhes in the perſon who doth] | 
it: and in the preſent caſe is further intended, as} 
you will find in one of the following Prayers, 10 
certify theſe, to whom it is done, of God's favor e 
graciaus goodneſs towards them: of which goodneſt 
they will continually feel the effects, provided, which 
muſt always be underſtood, chat they preſerve theip| 
title to his, care by a proper care of themſelvet 
This, it muſt be-owned, is a truth: and we may 2 
innocently ſignify it by this ſign as by any othet, 
or as by any words to the ſame purpoſe. Further 
efficacy we do not aſeribe to it: for would havel 
335 you look on Bifhops, as having or claiming u power, 
in any caſe, . confer bleflings arbitrarily-on whom 
they pleaſe ; but only as petitioning God for that | 
| blefling from above which He alone can give; y 
we juſtly hope, will give the rather for the prayers 
of thoſe whom He hath placed over his people, un- 
leſs your own unworthineſs prove an. impediments 
a Not 5 you axe to pelt e on the: wann 


* See Camteld's two 5 Blſetuites on a Eibe! Confrmati 
0. 0 P. 23—36. 
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good | office, any ſudden and Tenfible © . i” 
"+ ved giving you, all at once, a remarkable 
ſtrength or comfort in piety, which you neyer, felr 
before. But you. may reaſonably, promiſe. your- 
ſelves, from ZLoing through it With a proper dilpg- 
ton, greater meaſures, when Teal occafion requires 
dem, of ſuch divine aſſiſtance as will be needful 
for your ſupport and orderly growth. Y, Frery, virtue 
if a chriſtian lite. *- 8 
And now, the impoſition of auch being Fhiſhed, 
he Bilhop and Congregation mutually recommend 
ach AR: to God and return to ſuch joint and 
public. devotions as are ſuitable to the ſolemnity. 
e firſt of theſe is the Lord's Prayer: A form, ſea- 
"TEIN always,” but peculiarly now; as every Pett- 
1 in it will ſt ew to every one who conſiders it. 
In the next place, more elpecial ſupplications are 
ered forth, for the perſons particularly concerned, 
6 Him who alone can enable them both to will and to 
4 what is good ; that, as the hand of his minifter hath 
K been laid upon the m, o His Fatherly Band may ever 
"aver them, and lead them in the only way, the 
e "and. obedience US his word, to everlaſting | 
fe. After this, a more general prayer is offered 
p for them and the reſt of the congregation toge- 
es that God would vouchſa fe, unworthy as we all 
; ſo 10 dire and govern both our hearts: and bo 
Ve eg: our inclinations and actions, for neither will 
fice without che other) in the ways of bis laws, 
end. in the works of his commandments, that, through 
| 115 'mof mighty e both here and ever, Wwe maß 
2 : be | 
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5. 8 in buy and foul: having the formery 
his go time, raiſed up from the deady and the 
0 made hapf y in ee ee It to al 
vo "Theſe 5 eh Keil thus made, it only, remaing 
tht all be diſmiſſe ed ef 2 ſolemn blefling : w 
will certainly y. abide | with, Jou, "unleſs, by wilful ſin 
” grols neg Hence, you drive it away. And. in 
: that: caſe, you muſt not hope, that your. _ baptiſm] 
or your Confirmation, or the prayers c of the Biſhop, 


or the Church, or the Whole: world, will 4 vo 
ene Sa OAT | 
any ſervice. "On the contrary, e thi 19 7 ich] 
Ja might have been the better if you h had made} 

0 uſe of it.) you wilt be the worle for, if you! 
nake 2 bad one. Vou do well to renew the 70155 
ian of your, Baptiſm in 'Confir r ation 75 ne bat if, U 
break it vou forfei it the benefit of it. You 0 V | L | 
to repeat Jour ve vows in the Sacrame m rg 
85 Supper, : it is w at All Chriſtians 2 
1 their dy ying SE far the | 


2 


rengthen nin ng and r res | 
Hing of their ſouls - it is what 1 beg al, who arg 

confirmed, will remember, : and their fri ; ,andi 
| miniſters remind them of: the ſooner. they are pre 


E pared for i it the bappier; and by ſt topping, ſh woc 
; the benefit of what preceded will be los. But; if} 
| you are. admitted to this privilege alſo, and lire 

wickedly, you do but eat and drink, Jour awn. con. | 

5 demnation. | So that all Fr | on. 4 _ thoroughly, 


- honeſt care : of your Ke an IM f 


” be 
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Not that, with our beſt care, We can avoid ſmaller 
faults: . And if we intreat pardon for them in our 
daily” prayers, and faithfully ſtrive; againſt them, 
they will not be imputed to us. But groſs and ha 
bitual fins we may avoid, throughGodvhelp : and 
if uns all into them, we fall from our title to ſalya· 
tion at the fame time (et ' en our caſe is 
not "deſperate : and let us for mak it fo, by think- 
ing it is: fo 
may ſtill repent t and amend, and chen We forgiven: 
But I beg you to obſerve, that, as continued health. 
is vaſtly preferable to the happieſt recovery from 
fickneſs; ſo is innocence to the trueft repentance. 
If we luffar Surlelves to tranſgreſs dur duty; God 
Knows whether we ſhalt have time to repent: God 
knows Whether we ſhall have a heart to do it. At 
belt we ſhall have loft, and more than loft, the 
whole time that we” have been going back: whereas 
we” have all need to preſs forwards, as faſt as we 
can. Therefore let the innocent of wilful ſin pre- 
ſerve that treaſure with the greateſt circumſpection; 
and the faulty return from their errors without de- 
ay. Let'the voung enter upbn the way of righ- 
feouſnefs'y ith hearty reſolution; and thoſe of riper 
age perſevere in it to the end. Jn a word, let us 
al, of every age; ſeriouſly conſider, and faithfully 
practiſe, the obligations of religion. For the vows 
of Ord are ſtill upon ur u, hoW long ſoever it be 
ſince + they were Ref hae, either by us, or for us; 
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